
Jesus said don’t be afraid!!  

 This is a statement that many deal with today.  Living in fear 
seems to be the norm for many people.   

 talking layoffs at work 

 flare-ups in the middle east 

 struggling economy  

 fear of being sued  

 fear of finishing last 

 fear of being the new kid on the block 

 fearing the sound of the clock as it ticks us closer to the grave 

So many today are controlled by this fear that it truly controls their life.  As we wonder 
why the world is the way it is let us remember...  

 Fear never wrote a symphony or poem 

 Fear never negotiated a peace treaty, or cured a disease 

 Fear never pulled a family out of poverty or put a marriage back together 

Courage and faith in God does these things.  The one statement Jesus made more than 

any other was “don’t be afraid.”  The Bible says that we, the church, are to be separated 
from the things of the world.  But how often do we find ourselves in the same situation 

the disciples were in.  The ones who knew Christ, had a relationship with Christ, are the 

one’s who feared the most.  They saw the miracles, they saw the healings, and they saw 
the dead brought back to life, but still when courage and faith were supposed to be in 

operation they were controlled by fear.  

 Fear creates a form of spiritual amnesia.  We are fine until something happens 
and then we forget who Jesus is.  When fear controls your life, safety becomes your god. 

When safety becomes your god you begin to live a risk free life.  And this is where I be-
lieve the church has found itself today.  Instead of walking in faith, believing God is in 

charge, we want to live in the safety of what we can control.  And when we can’t control 
it fear moves in and controls our lives.  The disciples were fine on the boat as long as 

they were in charge.  But the moment the storm moved in and began to take control of 

the boat, instead of operating in the faith they had in Jesus fear moved in and took con-
trol of the situation.  How often do you find yourself in this same situation, operating in 

fear instead of faith, being controlled by fear instead of being controlled by the Spirit?  

 Fear serves a healthy function when you control it instead of allowing it to control 
you. 

 Fear keeps a child from running across a busy roadway 

 Fear keeps you from getting bit by a growling dog 

 Fear keeps you from putting your hand on a hot fire 

So fear itself is not a sin.  But when fear controls you instead of you controlling the fear it 

will lead to sin.  I believe many are not where they are supposed to be in their relation-

ship with God because of fear.  

 Jesus said don’t be afraid.  So I encourage you to not be afraid to go where God 

wants to take you.  Don’t be afraid to receive what He has for you.  Don’t be afraid to 
give Him all you have and all you want to be.  Live in faith not in fear.   

From Pastor’s Desk 
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Benton First Assembly NEWS 

Girls Ministry News—Carla Landon 

 We are so excited, our Daisies, Prims and Stars' retreat is just around the corner!   And it will be a 
Great Adventure, we will be camping out and having a scavenger hunt and lots of activities.  It will be lots of fun, for the 
girls and sponsors.  If you are interested in sponsoring a girl, please see me.  We have several little ones needing financial 
help.  Final payments and paperwork for this retreat is due April 2nd.   

  A very special thank you to those who supported our Applebee's Flapjack fundraiser.  It was a huge success and 
we raised over $800 for the teen girls retreat.  A big thank you to the girls, sponsors and mothers and dads who helped 
serve, we appreciate you so much!  Don't forget, your final payment for the Teen Girl retreat is due on May 2nd.   

  I am so honored to be part of such a great ministry.  God is moving on Wednesday nights.  If you would like to be 
a part of the Girls Ministry, we are in need of 2 helpers for the Rainbow boys class.  These are the 3 and 4 year olds.  So if 
you have a heart for these young lads, please come see me.  I would love to talk with you!     

Power Time Children’s Ministry News—Brother Tom Young                                          
 We had a great time March 23rd at the zoo.  We had 40 people go with us for this sunny day and everybody had 
a great time.  

 Our Annual Easter Egg Hunt will begin promptly at 10am on Saturday, April 3rd.  We always have a fun time with 
the kids collecting the eggs and prizes.  If it rains, we will move into the life center so plan to be with us! 

 Our 3rd and 4th grade JBQ team was first place in our area and the Kindergarten through 2nd grade team fin-
ished second.  Both teams will compete in the state championship on April 10th.  We will travel to Clarksville on Friday to 
spend the night and then quiz most of the day Saturday.   These kids have worked very hard to hide God’s Word in their 
heart.   

 Camp is filling up.  But if you haven’t signed up your child, please go ahead and fill out their form and their $60 
deposit and we’ll see if we can get them in.  We would love to have them go with us. 

 One other area, if you love pre-school children, would you consider helping in Sonshine church?  We have open-
ings on Sunday mornings and Sunday evenings.  Please see me if you would like to show these children God’s love and 
help them learn more about Jesus.  They are at a precious, impressionable age and love to be loved.   

Royal Ranger News—Jackie Earnest 
 Our annual Chili Cook Off was the BOMB!  A special "THANK YOU" to everyone who had a part in 
making it a great success.  Especially the ones who made chili & pies, without you we couldn't have done it.  

Thank You to everyone who came out to eat & support the Royal Rangers.  Also thank you to the most AWESOME Royal 
Ranger team, commanders & boys for their faithful dedication.  Thank you to Pastor, Shane Brothers, & Bill Couch for 
cleaning & setting up the gym for the cook off.  Our 1st place winner was Rose Marie Wilkinson, 2nd place was Jake Sky-
Eagle, & 3rd was Rickey Earnest.  Our Pie Contest winners were 1st place Janice Couch & 2nd place Lisa Ramsey.  CON-
GRATULATIONS!!!  

 We need sponsors to help send boys (Rangers) to POW WOW this year, June 3rd.  The total cost is $60, they 
need $30 by April 1st to pre-register.  Thank you for blessing a young man with the opportunity to attend this spiritual 
outpouring of God's presence.  Without God nothing in Rangers would be possible or successful.  God gets all the credit 
& glory for His direction.  God has been a part from the beginning & will be till the end.  Rangers love the LORD!    

Evangelize, Equip, Empower Boys for Christ  

Find us on the web @ www.bentonfirst.com & on Facebook Benton First Assembly 
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  In lieu of my usual newsletter format, please allow me to take this space and use it for a classified advertisement…   

 The Praise Team is currently seeking instrumentalists for all services.  We are looking for guitarists (acoustic and 
electric), bass guitarists, and drummers.  These positions will range from permanent to fill-in positions.  We can never have 
too many fill-in band members. 

 If you play and would like to be a part of the Praise Team, please contact Raymond Cleghorn or Travis Greenwell to 
schedule an audition.  We would love to hear from you!  

 Music Ministry News—Raymond Cleghorn 

 Ilumin8 Student Ministry News — Pastor Gary Thomas 
 April is here again.  We are rolling fast toward summer time, and that means camp is getting closer 

everyday!!   We have made a change to the camp schedule and are now going to camp 5 instead of camp 4.  The speaker 

for this camp is Chresten Tomlin, and the dates are June 28 – July 2.  Camp is always an incredible experience.  We have 

had multiple students over the years who have been saved, filled with the baptism of the Holy Spirit, and even called to 

full time ministry.  We always have a lot of fun during the day at camp, but the services are what make an Arkansas Youth 

camp exciting and electrifying.     

 Also coming up in July will be Teen Girls Retreat!  This will be July 8-10 at Crawley’s Ridge State Park, and you can 

see Jamie Witham for more details.   

Food Pantry News—Dan and Loretta Stroud 
 There is always a need for any non-perishable food items to fill the shelves in the Food Pantry. 

There are so many needs and each donation is appreciated.....  REMEMBER:   Every man according as he 

purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly or of necessity for  God loveth a cheerful giver.  2 Corinthians 9:7  

MoMENtum Men’s Ministry News—Jimmy   Batterton 

 I am getting excited for the Annual Men’s Retreat and fishing tournament coming up! Make plans to attend April 
16-17, at Crystal Springs on Lake Ouachita.  Last year was our biggest turn out yet, but we would like to make the event 
this year even bigger!  We have entry forms available at the Info Booth, so sign up early because rooms are going fast! 

 I want to encourage those of you not interested in fishing on Saturday to join us Friday evening for the big fish 
fry!  It’s all the fish and fixin’s you can eat, a chance to hear a message from our guest speaker Matt Mosler, and transpor-
tation to and from the event all for $20.  I don’t want you to miss out on this awesome opportunity for good food, fellow-
ship, and fun! 

 We would like to invite you to Men’s Basketball being held every Tuesday night starting at 7pm.  For any ques-
tions about this activity, see Robbie Goodwin.  Remember, basketball will not be held on March 30th due to the church’s 
participation in Holy Week activities being held in the life center. 

 We look forward to seeing all of you at our next Connect Groups meeting on April 11th at 5pm in the 
HonorBound Room (the big Sunday school classroom in the back of the church).  Please join us for snacks and fellowship 
and a word from our guest speaker, Jackie Earnest. 



Prayer Needs  

 

Barbara Atkinson  

Alice Brown     

Norman Caldwell  

Rosette Cleghorn  

Robbie Dague  

Jennifer Goodwin  

Emily Lisenby   

Charles Long    

Arizona Nolen  

Florence Pierce    

Mary Ann Southern  

Gary Webb  

Wayne Wilson  

a place for you 

Benton First Assembly 

1801 Hot Springs Hwy. 

Benton, AR  72019 

 JEWELS Ladies’ Ministry News—Mua Brothers 
 The Women of Joy Conference in Branson, Missouri is right around the 

corner.  I will distribute the itinerary for this event at our next Connect Group to those who will 
be going.  Everyone please make plans to attend next year’s conference.  If you are not attend-
ing this year but would like to attend next year’s conference, please give your $25 deposit to 
either myself, Loretta Stroud or Tina Earnest before April 23rd.  Reservations for next year will 
be made while we’re in Branson. 

I am happy to announce we have a name & theme for our May event.  It is JEWEL’s 
Touch of Spring Luncheon which will be held on May 15th.  We are looking for table captains 
who will decorate a table. The theme is “Personal Touch.”  In other words the table captain will 
decorate according to her own personal touch.  As an incentive, the table captains will not have 
to purchase a ticket.  You can sign up at our next Connect Group where more details will be 
given. 

The Arkansas District Women’s Ministry is hosting the annual ladies Getaway retreat 
on May 28 & 29 in Hot Springs.  You can pick up the registration form for the May Getaway 
2010 at the Information Booth.  I would like very much for you to join me for this event.  I have 
heard this will be a great ladies weekend getaway/retreat. 

"For I know the plans I have for you…plans to give you hope and a future,” Jeremiah 
29:11.  God is good! J amie Witham will be our next Connect Group speaker & God has already 
given her a word for us.  He knows the plans He has for you, so find out what that is on Sunday, 
April 11th at 5pm. 


